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Ignite Michiana #1: Innovation and Sustainability
was made possible by generous support from:

Special thanks to the core Ignite Team:
Willow Wetherall, Jennifer Stephens, Jim Spencer, Trina Bailey, Andrew Elegante, Josh Wells, 
Elizabeth Van Jacob, Andy Evans, Dan Neumann and Ruth Moorman. We are grateful for the 
additional support of our many volunteers including members of ASPIRE at the University of 

Notre Dame and Dr. Joshua Well’s Social Informatics class at IU South Bend.

Thursday, March 28, 2013
Doors Open @ 6PM, Event Starts @ 6:30PM

The State – 2141/2 S. Michigan St., South Bend IN

IgniteMichiana.com

A Night of Education & Inspiration
Ignite Michiana #1



Jessica Baron. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
Outreach Coordinator, Notre Dame Reilly 
Center for Science, Technology, & Values	

Emerging Ethical Dilemmas and Policy 
Issues in Science and Technology

Eric Horvath . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
Director, Department of Public Works 
City of South Bend	

Smartest Sewers in the World

Paige Risser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
Director of Communications, 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi	

Honoring Mother Earth

Gordon Moore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
Vice President, McCormick Motors	

Making Cents of Energy

Brendan Daly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
Michiana Venture Fellow, enFocus	

An enNovative Approach to 
Sustainable Development

Sara Stewart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
Executive Director, Unity Gardens	

Common Ground

Boniface Njuguna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
Executive Director, Green Youth Foundation	

Plastic Bottles and Solar Lamps: 
Lighting Rural Africa from South Bend

Dan Blacharski . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
Editor in Chief, Techie.com	

Cloud Computing: A New Business 
Model Delivering Sustainability, 
Innovation and Growth

Sara Lowe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
Master’s Student of Liberal Studies, IU South Bend	

Journey of a Locavore

Jon Helmuth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
President, Genisis Products	

The Genesis Project

Scott Ford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
Executive Director, Community Investment, 
City of South Bend	

Putting the Numbers in Place

Kathleen Petitjean . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
Executive Director, Greening the Bend	

Because it is Time to Re-Imagine 
Our City

Chris Hebron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
Owner, Hebron Farms; Board of Directors, Purple 
Porch Co-op	

Old Fashion C.S.A. For Today’s 
Modern Society

Scott Palmer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
Co-Organizer & Legal Advisor, South Bend Urban 
Chicken Alliance

Food Fight: Why it’s time to escalate 
the fight for urban agriculture

Maya Parson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
Editor in Chief, Edible Michiana

Michiana’s Best Kept Secret

John Gensic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
Biology Teacher, New Prairie High School	

Bio on the Go

Myles Robertson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
Sustainability Consultant

Take Back the Tap

Felicia Leon-Driscoll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
Director of Community Relations, Good Shepherd 
Montessori School	

Land-based Learning: Farms and 
Schools Belong Together

Jonathon Geels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	
Project Specialist, South Bend Municipal Energy 
Office	

First to the Moon

.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . INTERMISSION. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Enjoy cash catering, cash bar, and entertainment including “The Chicken Skit” by Grace, Joe, 
Rose, Maggie, Sean Paul Coman, and slideshow karaoke. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .AFTER PARTY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
After party with cash bar and cash catering by Stevie’s and Rabbit Moon Bakery. Music by DJ3J.

IGNITE TALKS

THE STATE  CROWDFUNDING CAMPAIGN

Celebrate the Re-opening of The State Theater 
and Help Us Fast Track to Awesomeness! 

Our mission: Remake the Pride of South Bend into a for-profit, community-
building arts & entertainment hub, helping to revitalize downtown. Our long-term 
vision is to create a flexible venue/theater and art studio+gallery space but right now 
our focus is getting the venue up and running! We need your help to refurbish the 
marquee, invest in a solid sound system, lighting and seats.  

Every dollar raised will be matched up to $50,000! Find out how you can be part of 
bringing this historic theater back to life at: fund.thestatesb.com


